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Introduction to USA.gov

The USA.gov website is a comprehensive portal that enables users to access countless government sites from one location. This exercise provides several simple searches to help you navigate the site and to demonstrate the role that citizens may play in influencing policy decisions. USA.gov is one resource you can use to learn about members of Congress, the executive branch, and your state government:
· Visit the home page, USA.gov. Explore the ways in which you can obtain information from the government and download an app if you so desire.
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1.  How does the website reflect the government’s effort to engage citizens and provide useful information?
The website is important to the people of the united states because it offers them information regarding benefits, grants, and loans, and effective ways of attaining them. Moreover, it informs the citizens of the United states of their elected officials and government officials. Furthermore, citizens can seek information about taxes, jobs, unemployment situations, travel and immigration, and voting and election procedures. 
· Identify your representative and explain a bit about his or her work in the House, including committee service.
Congressman John Sarbanes is the representative of the third congressional district in Maryland Baltimore since 2007, as a member of the democratic party. His major committee service assignments involved house energy and commerce service, and the house oversight and reform committee. The house energy committee involved ensuring that the most crucial issues facing the citizens of America are presented for the debate. The jurisdiction of the committee involved research and development in the biomedical field, interstate energy compacts, market regulation of energy sources, and conserving of energy resources. The house oversight and reform committee involve investigating subjects within the jurisdiction and it includes ensuring that the federal civil workers are compensated, reducing the federal paperwork, managing the government finances, and management of the national archives. 
2.  Who is your representative? On which committee(s) does your representative serve? Why do you think your representative selected this committee? 
Congressman John Sarbanes is the representative of the third congressional district in Maryland Baltimore. He serves in two major committees, the house energy and commerce committee, and the house oversight and reform committee. 
· Part of being an engaged citizen is knowing how to communicate with elected officials at all levels of government. Return to http://www.usa.gov/Agencies.shtml and choose "State government." Select your state and locate the legislative branch. Locate the web link to your state's legislative branch and identify your representative. Locate the site where you can obtain information about current events taking place in your state's legislative body (news, bills, schedule, etc.).
The current news is that congressman John Sarbanes is working towards ensuring affordable housing and the development of community health centers across the state of Baltimore. Moreover, he is working towards the fight against the coronavirus pandemic, fighting big-money politics, and protecting the environment.  the county government of Baltimore has set 22 February 2021 as the scheduled date to review the bills concerning environment management. 
· A more challenging illustration of how to navigate through USA.gov involves finding information about a particular public policy issue or general information on a specific topic. Look under the Topics link and select one that interests you. Follow the listed links to learn about an issue and the agency responsible for it as well as factual information. For example, if you follow the Health and Nutrition link, you can find health insurance information, food safety facts, and nutritional guidelines.
Jobs and employment. Congressman John Sarbanes is working with other local governments to create a strong economy that ensures employment opportunities are distributed among all youths of district 3. He supports the policies of fostering job creation, improving benefits and pay, building bigger stronger economies, and securing the United States in a global platform. 
What Bills Are Currently on the Agenda?

Another site with similar information is Opencongress.org. To let your elected officials know your position on a variety of issues, you need to learn how to look up the current agenda and newsworthy bills that the U.S. Congress is debating. The organization OpenCongress provides a resource for each day’s activities along with progress on important policy formulation.
· Visit the websitehttps://www.govtrack.us/#opencongress.
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1.  Who sponsors this site? How do you determine whether this source of information is objective and credible?
The site is sponsored by the government of the United States to ensure that citizens of the United States follow the legislation laws of the nation. This source is credible since it is government based and It ensures that citizens can track new development, and understand public policies. 
· Choose one bill that interests you from the “Bills in the News” section. Click on it. 
2.  Summarize the purpose of this bill concerning public policy. Who is the sponsor of this bill? Which committees are involved in work on this bill? What stage is it in according to the graphic timeline shown just under the heading?
The emergency management bill section 19 FEED act.
The bill is sponsored by Junior Senator for South Carolina. Republican. The committees involved with this bill are the house energy and commerce committee, house homeland security, house rules, house foreign affairs, house transport and infrastructure, and senate homeland security. The bill was introduced on January 22, 2021, and to be heard on February 21, 2021.

3. Who supports the bill? Who opposes it? What do you think? 
The bill is supported by forty-two percent of the congressmen. I think since the bill focuses on 
Creating a partnership with small and mid-size restaurants and nonprofit organizations to provide nutritious meals to individuals in need, to waive certain matching fund requirements, and for other purposes, I think that the bill should be supported since it ensures that starvation is avoided in emergencies and the economy is not affected.
Interest Groups on the Web
Visit the website for the Smoke-Free Alternatives Trade Association (SFATA; www.sfata.org), the major trade association for the e-cigarette industry, and access reports and data regarding its positions on the health effects of e-cigarettes by selecting the link for Resources, and Research From there, you can read studies and clinical research on this issue Note especially the language SFATA uses in its “statement of principles,”, such as “the science behind this new industry is not yet settled.” 
For a contrasting view, visit the website for the American Lung Association (ALA;) (www.lung.org) and search for "e-cigarettes" in its search field. From here you will see several links discussing the ALA's position on e-cigarettes and its concerns regarding potential health consequences.
 Answer the following questions: 
1. How credible is the information you found on the two websites? Which group do you think provides less biased information and why do you think so?
While the SFATA argues that they offer a market where customers are provided with products that are smoke-free to consumers and ensure that that their public image is maintained, the American lung association argues that they save lives by ensuring that lung health is kept at a maximum. The American lung cancer association offers less biased information since its aim is to improve health through education, research, and advocacy.
2. Does either supply references to authoritative sources for the information presented, such as government reports or studies published in scientific or scholarly journals?
The American lung association provides reports and research work with help from top researchers such as Lokesh Sharma and Nikhil Joshi. Moreover, their intervention strategies have been accepted by the center for diseases control. 
3. How else can you judge the facts and issue positions on these pages? By comparing the different positions and the language used to defend them, can you determine which group offers the most defensible stance on the health effects of e-cigarettes?
While both websites work towards the elimination of lung diseases by reduction of smoking, SFATA encourages the utilization of e-cigarettes as an option, the American lung association focuses on offering education, and advocacy as well as research to ensure the effects of these e-cigarettes are reduced. 
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